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By the Way!  

Yosemite Hwy 120 Chamber 
of Commerce Holiday Party  

 
A big Thank You to all our 

members for making 2014 a 
wonderful 

and suc-
cessful year!  

A very special Thank You  
to Duet Catering .  
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Water Conservation  
 

 
 San Francisco Public Utilities Commission General Manager Harlan Kelly has 
issued the following statement  
 
ñOn Friday, January 31st, the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission will ask cus-
tomers of the Hetch Hetchy Regional Water System to voluntarily curtail water con-
sumption by at least 10%. Over the next few days, I will be working closely with 
Mayor Ed Lee, San Francisco city departments and our Bay Area wholesale custom-
ers to develop strategies to meet this water conservation goal.  
 
I believe voluntary water conservation efforts are the best way to avert mandatory cut-
backs and other water restrictions should drought conditions persist.ò  
 
 

 Water Conservation For Homes and Businesses  
 

 As always, the SFPUC encourages our customers to conserve water. Here are some 
helpful tips to conserve water around the house.  
 
1. Turn off the faucet when brushing your teeth, shaving, rinsing vegetables or doing 
the dishes - save 2 gallons per minute.  

2. Take shorter showers. Each minute you cut saves 2.5 gallons. Make sure you have 
installed a high-efficiency showerhead. Fill bathtubs halfway at most.  

3. Operate your clothes and dishwashers with full loads only, even if the machine has 
an adjustable load setting.  

4. Use a broom to clean sidewalks, driveways and pavement instead of using a hose.  

5. Donôt use the toilet to flush away trash.  

6. Water lawns and plants at night or early morning before dawn to reduce evapora-
tion.  

7. Detect leaks. Do you hear the toilet running or your faucet dripping? Contact us or 
your local water agency for information on locating your water meter and detecting 
plumbing leaks using meter readings. Conducting a dye-test in toilet tanks can iden-
tify costly silent leaks.  

8. Install aerators on bathroom and kitchen sinks to reduce indoor water use by ~4%.  
 

 Page 2 

 



 

3  

 Page 3 

 

 

  

9. Replace your old toilet, the largest water user inside your home. New high-
efficiency toilet models flush at 1.3 gallons or less compared to older models, which 
use up to 7 gallons per flush. Bay Area water agencies offer cash rebates for the pur-
chase of select high-efficiency toilets.  

10. Replace your clothes washer, the second largest water user in your home, with a 
high efficiency clothes washer to reduce water and energy use by 40%. Bay Area wa-
ter agencies offer cash rebates for the purchase of select high-efficiency clothes 
washers.  

11. Reduce outdoor watering needs by planting drought-resistant species appropriate 
for the Bay Areaôs dry climate. Water deeply but less frequently and use mulch around 
plants.  
 

 
 
 

Woodstoves and Fireplaces  

The Groveland Fire Department recommends having your woodstove/fireplace and 

flue inspected by a certified chimney sweep professional at least once a year. This re-

duces the chance of a flue fire and assures that the woodstove, piping, flue cap, and 

screen are all in good working order and bricks and mortar are in good repair. To pre-

vent flue fires homeowners should burn small, hot fires using seasoned firewood with 

a good draft and plenty of airflow. 

If a flue fire starts call 9-1-1 so the fire department can quickly respond to put out the 

fire and check for any extensions of the fire in the attic or on the roof. Make sure to 

get everyone out of the house and keep all a safe distance away. Once the fire is 

completely out call a professional to inspect, clean, and service the flue and assess 

the damage before using the woodstove/fireplace again. 

TIP: Throw a glass of water directly on the fire, it will flash into steam, rise up in the 

flue, inhibit oxygen, and snuff out the fire. In addition, turn down the air damper on the 

front of the stove and close the woodstove/fireplace doors. This will help keep the fire 

in the flue and in most cases put the fire out 
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 Nature's Medicine Cabinet for Your Home  Class  

Come join us to make over your medicine cabinet. Replace synthetic over-the-counter medications with natural 

solutions and feel side benefits, not side effects! 

Overcome various health issues including: colds/flus, digestive disorders, stress/emotional issues, compromised 

immune system, pain/inflammation, skin disorders, asthma/allergies and so much more! 
Saturday, Feb 28, 1pm at Curves on Main Street, Groveland, hosted by Erna Joncich  

Sunday, March 1, 1pm at Standard Pour in Standard, east of Sonora. Beverages provided. 

 

These classes are FREE and are an opportunity to absorb knowledge, gain awareness, ask questions, sample the oils.  

 

Claudia Day-Fossum 

(209) 962-7196 

Cday77@outlook.com 

Greywater and Drought Landscaping Seminar  
 
From 9 AM to 12PM on Saturday, March 21, 2015, residents can attend a free, 3 
hour, Do-It-Yourself Greywater Seminar at the Groveland Community Hall.  Sierra 
Watershed Progressive will teach this GCSD sponsored course.   
 
The seminar includes information on various greywater systems legal in California 
and when to use which type, as well as proper dispersal methods and applicable 
plants, including fruit trees and some vegetables. 
 
You will learn proven methods to build a simple, cost-effective, and easy to maintain 
greywater system.  GCSD will supply pertinent reference information to guide you 
with your project. 
 
After the seminar, from 12:30 to 4 PM, Sierra Watershed Progressive staff will con-
duct an optional hands-on installation of a greywater system in Groveland.  Bring 
your sack lunch, work clothes, gloves, and transportation to the site.  The installation 
will include building at least one Laundry to Landscape system, with site related top-
ics including successful dispersal and maintenance methods. 
 
GCSD water and/or sewer customers who attend the seminar are eligible for re-
bates on two common greywater systems: 
 

Laundry to Landscape (25% of Household Water):  Water from your washing machine to irri-
gate landscaping.  No Permit is required.  GCSD offers a $100 rebate for properly com-
pleting and registering your system. 

Branched Drain ñSimple Systemò (75% of Household Water):  Includes household baths, show-
ers, laundry, and lavatory sinks, flows by gravity and branches out to your landscaping.  
Presently the County requires a $181 permit, however, Environmental Health is consider-
ing a simple registration system with no fee.  GCSD offers a $200 rebate. 

mailto:Cday77@outlook.com
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Business of the Month 

Gold Country Home Inspections  

Craig Seals-Owner 

209-962-6657  Office 

209-923-3175  Cell 

gcinspects@gmail.com 

Helping agents and their 

clients since 2003 

 

I have been in construction for over 33 years, from custom homes to 

track homes.  The last 17 years I owned a successful business as a 

HVAC contractor in the Bay Area. 

 

Recently, I acquired Gold Country Home Inspections and moved to Pine 

Mountain Lake permanently.  I am excited to serve the communityôs 

needs for home inspections and HERS testing (Home Energy Rating 

Systems) and look forward to bringing my expertise into the community 

to meet your home inspection needs. 

Certification & Affiliations  

International Association of Home Inspectors 

Tuolumne County Board of Real Estate 
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